International Agricultural Research Group to Set its Research Agenda for the Future by CGIAR Secretariat
Press ICW 94/l 
CONTACT: Heinrich von Loesch 
Tel: (202) 473-8913 
Fax: (202) 473-8110 
INTERNATIONAL AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH GROUP TO SET 
ITS RESEARCH AGENDA FOR THE FUTURE 
Washington, D-C., Oct. 17 -- The developing countries’ long term research needs for 
better food security are on top of the agenda of the Consultative Group on International 
Agricultural Research (CGIAR) which will meet for International Centers Week in Washington, 
D.C., October 24-28. 
The necessity to produce more food with limited and often declining natural resources 
creates the demand for a steady stream of improved technologies to feed rapidly growing 
populations. The Group will determine how the limited resources of its 17 international research 
centers can be harnessed to the most needed activities for which the CGIAR has unequivocal 
advantages. The Group will have take into consideration the changing requirements of the poor 
consumers and small farmers, as well as the strengthened abilities of national research 
institutions in the developing countries and the expansion of private sector research activities. 
The Group’s future research agenda is but one element of wider efforts to launch a new 
CGIAR ready to face up the challenges of the coming century. Future governance, a new 
financing strategy, and the development of CGIAR-wide programs comprising the activities of 
all centers concerned are part of a rejuvenation effort underway in this largest international 
research consortium. Final approval of the blueprint for a new CGIAR is expected from an 
international High Level Conference scheduled for February 1995 in Lucerne, Switzerland. 
The business meeting of the CGIAR, starting on October 25, will be preceded by a one- 
day Science Forum devoted to global trends in agriculture and environment research and efforts 
to build up national science capacity in developing countries. 
The CGIAR is jointly sponsored by the World Bank, the UN Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO) and the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP). About 350 
member and center representatives will attend the Group’s main annual meeting. Ismail 
Serageldin, Chairman of the CGIAR, will preside. 
Alexander McCalla, outgoing Chairman of the CGIAR Technical Advisory Committee, 
will deliver the traditional Crawford Memorial Lecture, speaking on “Agriculture and Food 
Needs to the Year 2025: Why Aren’t We Concerned?” 
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